
Curriculum Map 2020-2021 Nursery 
 

Term Autumn A Autumn B Spring A Spring B Summer A Summer B 

Global Theme 
 
 

TELLING TALES 
(story telling to engage audiences) 

REACH FOR THE STARS 
(Aspirational – where will learning take us in terms 

of our careers) 

WONDERFUL WORLD 
(Caring for the environment & developing a more 

sustainable future) 

Values 

September – Responsibility 
October - Respect 

November – Friendship 
December - Peace 

January - Independence 
February - Caring 

March – Belief 
April - Freedom 

May - Perseverance 
June – Honesty 
July - Reflection 

Local/National/Global 
& whole school events 

Black History Month 
United Nations Day 

 

Anti-Bullying week 
Road safety Week 
Children in Need 

Human Rights Day 

Winter Bazaar 

Times Table Rockstars 
Day 

Safer Internet Day 
Mental Health Week 

Women’s History Month 
World Book Day 

British Science Week 
Comic Relief 

One World Week 
Earth Day 

Saint George’s Day 
VE Day 

Art Day x2 
Health Week 
Sports Day 

Summer Fayre 

Curriculum Topic – 
So What? 

All About me: What 
makes me, me? 

Exploring: How 
and why is the 

weather changing? 

Story Telling: What 
Happened Once 
Upon A Time? 

Plants and Animals: 
How Does Your 
Garden Grow? 

People around us: 
Who Helps Us? 

Music: What music do 
people enjoy around 

the world? 

Suggested  
Quality Texts 

Only One You 
 

Pete the Cat 
 

Bear Hunt 

Leaf Man 
 

The Colour Monster 
 

The Worry Bag 

Bloom 
 

Billy’s Sunflower 
 

Non-fiction texts 
(People who Help Us) 

The Music Bag 
 

PSED 
 

Introduce 
Mindfulness and 

conflict resolution 

Interested in others’ 

play and starting to 

join in. 

 

Separates from main 

carer with support and 

encouragement from a 

familiar adult. 

 

Seeks comfort from 

familiar adults when 

needed.  

May form a special 
friendship with 
another child. 

 
Expresses own 
preferences and 

interests. 
 

Shows understanding 
and cooperates with 
some boundaries and 

routines. 

Can express their own 

feelings such as sad, 

happy, cross, scared, 

worried. 

 

Aware of own feelings 

and knows that some 

actions and words can 

hurt others’ feelings. 

Shows confidence in 

asking adults for help. 

 

 
Enjoys responsibility of 

carrying out small tasks. 

Is more outgoing 

towards unfamiliar 

people and more 

confident in new social 

situations. 

 

Can play in a group, 

extending and 

elaborating play ideas, 

e.g. building up a role-

play activity with other 

children. 

Keeps play going by 

responding to what 

others are saying or 

doing. 

 

Can usually adapt 

behaviour to different 

events, social situations 

and changes in routine. 

Communication and 
Language 

 
Introduction of Tales 
Toolkit and Helicopter 

Stories 

Listens with interest to 

the noises adults make 

when they read 

stories. 

 

Recognises and 

responds to many 

familiar sounds. 

 

Single channelled 

attention. Can shift to 

a different task if 

attention fully 

obtained – using 

child’s name helps 

focus. 

 

Shows interest in play 

with sounds, songs and 

rhymes. 

 

Understands more 

complex sentences, 

e.g. ‘Put your toys 

away and then we’ll 

read a book.’ 

Holds a conversation, 

jumping from topic to 

topic. 

 
Understands ‘who’, 

‘what’, ‘where’ in simple 

questions. 

 

Understands use of 
objects (e.g. “What do 
we use to cut things?’). 

 
Joins in with repeated 
refrains and anticipates 
key events and phrases 
in rhymes and stories. 

 

Beginning to use more 
complex sentences to 

link thoughts. 
 

Responds to simple 

instructions, e.g. to get 

or put away an object. 

 



Identifies action words 

by pointing to the right 

picture. 

 

Uses gestures, 

sometimes with limited 

talk. 

Developing 
understanding of 

simple concepts. 
 

Learns new words 

very rapidly and is 

able to use them in 

communicating. 

 

Uses simple sentences.  

 

Beginning to use word 

endings.  

Listens to others one to 

one or in small groups, 

when conversation 

interests them. 

 

Can retell a simple past 
event in correct order. 

Listens to stories with 

increasing attention and 

recall. 

 

Extended writing 
opportunities 

Gross Motor/Funky 
Fingers 

Gross Motor/Funky 
Fingers 

 
Tales Toolkit/ 

Helicopter Stories  
 

Adult Scribing 

Tales Toolkit moving 
into writing stories 

 
Helicopter stories 

Tales Toolkit moving 
into writing stories 

 
Helicopter stories 

 
Moving into name 

writing 

Letters/Thank you 
cards to people who 

help us 

Transition associated 
writing 

Mathematics 

Recites some number 
names in sequence. 

 
Uses some language 
of quantities, such as 

‘more’ and ‘a lot’. 
 

Begins to use the 
language of size. 

Selects a small 
number of objects 
from a group when 
asked, for example, 
‘please give me one’, 
‘please give me two’. 

 
Beginning to 

categorise objects 
according to 

properties such as 
shape or size. 

Creates and 

experiments with 

symbols and marks 

representing ideas of 

number. 

 
Begins to make 

comparisons between 
quantities. 

 
Notices simple shapes 

and patterns in 
pictures. 

Uses some number 

names accurately in 

play. 

 

Recites numbers in 

order to 10. 

 
Shows an interest in 
shape and space by 

playing with shapes or 
making arrangements 

with objects. 

Knows that numbers 
identify how many 
objects are in a set. 

 
Shows awareness of 

similarities of shapes in 
the environment. 

 
Uses positional 

language. 

 
 

Shows an interest in 
number problems. 

 
Shows curiosity about 

numbers by offering 

comments or asking 

questions. 

 
Shows interest in shape 

by sustained 

construction activity or 
by talking about shapes 

or arrangements. 

Understanding the 
World 

Has a sense of own 

immediate family and 

relations. 

 

 In pretend play, 

imitates everyday 

actions and events 

from own family and 

cultural background. 

 

Beginning to have 

their own friends 

Notices detailed 
features of objects in 

their environment. 
 

Shows skill in making 
toys work by pressing 
parts or lifting flaps 
to achieve effects 

such as sound, 
movements or new 

images. 
 

Learns that they have 
similarities and 
differences that 

connect them to, and 
distinguish them from, 

others. 

Can talk about some of 
the things they have 

observed such as plants, 
animals, natural and 

found objects. 
 

Knows how to operate 
simple equipment. 

Shows interest in 
different occupations 

and ways of life. 
 
 

 
Shows an interest in 

technological toys with 
knobs or pulleys or real 
objects such as cameras 

or ipads.   
 

Knows that information 
can be retrieved from 

computers. 

Expressive Art and 
Design 

Joins in singing 

favourite songs. 

 

Experiments with 
blocks, colours and 

marks. 
 

Shows an interest in 
the way musical 

instruments sound. 
 

Developing preferences 
for forms of expression. 

 

Understands that they 
can use lines to enclose 

a space, and then 
begin to use these 

 
 Imitates movement in 

response to music. 
 



Beginning to use 
representation to 

communicate, e.g. 
drawing a line and 
saying ‘That’s me.’ 

Beginning to make-
believe by 

pretending. 

Builds stories around 
toys, e.g. farm animals 

needing rescue from 
an armchair ‘cliff’. 

Sings a few familiar 
songs. 

shapes to represent 
objects. 

 
Engages in imaginative 
role-play based on own 
first-hand experiences. 

Uses movement to 

express feelings. 

 

Creates movement in 

response to music. 

Sings to self and makes 

up simple songs. 

Physical 
Development 

Runs safely on whole 

foot. 

 

Beginning to recognise 

danger and seeks 

support of significant 

adults for help. 

 

Helps with clothing, 

e.g. puts on hat, 

unzips zipper on 

jacket, takes off 

unbuttoned shirt. 
 

Climbs confidently 

and is beginning to 

pull themselves up on 

nursery play climbing 

equipment. 

 
Turns pages in a 
book, sometimes 
several at once. 

 
Beginning to be 

independent in self-
care, but still often 

needs adult support. 

Beginning to use three 

fingers (tripod grip) to 

hold writing tools. 

 

Imitates drawing 

simple shapes such as 

circles and lines. 

 
Understands that 

equipment and tools 
have to be used safely. 

Runs skilfully and 
negotiates space 

successfully, adjusting 
speed or direction to 

avoid obstacles. 

 
Dresses with help, e.g. 
puts arms into open-
fronted coat or shirt 

when held up, pulls up 
own trousers, and pulls 

up zipper once it is 
fastened at the bottom. 

Draws lines and circles 

using gross motor 

movements. 

 

Uses one-handed tools 

and equipment. 

 

Moves freely and with 

pleasure and confidence 

in a range of ways, such 

as slithering, shuffling, 

rolling, crawling, 

walking, running, 

jumping, skipping, 

sliding and hopping. 

 
 

SMSC 

Reflecting on different 
answers to the 

question ‘Who am I?’ 
and various ways in 
which we belong. 
Children become 
fascinated when 

identifying parts of the 
human body and 

which part of the body 
is associated with each 

sense. 

Sense of enjoyment 
and fascination in 

learning about the 
world around them.  
Use of imagination 

and creativity in their 
learning about why 
weather changes.  

Willingness to reflect 
on their experiences 

of the weather. 

Learn how to respond 

to simple questions 
and to listen to the 

views of others. This is 
achieved through play-
based learning, with 

opportunities for 
enquiry-based learning 

and investigations. 

Use their senses to 
explore their immediate 

and wider environment.  
Encouraged and give 
the opportunities to 

observe carefully and 
discuss the similarities 

and differences in 
places, objects, 

materials and living 
things.   

Opportunities for moral 
development from 

discussions about 
simple citizenship 

concepts such as the 
rules. The children will 

begin to show 
understanding of 
simple citizenship 

concepts such as right 
and wrong. 

Pupils listen to, discuss 
and respond to a diverse 

range of music drawn 
from different cultures, 
traditions and styles, 
both from the UK and 

other parts of the world. 
Resources used 

encourage a respect and 
deep appreciation for 
cultures and beliefs 
around the world.  

British Values 

Rule of Law   

Class rules 
Democracy  

Class choice of activity 

Mutual Respect & 
Individual Liberty 
Anti-bullying week 

Rule of Law   
Human Rights Day 

Mutual Respect & 
Tolerance  

 UTW – understanding 
differences 

 

Individual Liberty 

Expression/choices - 
Developing preferences 
for forms of expression. 

Mutual Respect 
 PSED- Can play in a 

group 

Individual Liberty 
Expression/choices - 

Physical Development – 
Move freely in a range or 

ways 

International Links 
opportunities 

 

Children are to take 
part in the Christmas 
card project with an 
international school. 
They are to design a 
Christmas card and 

Invite parents into 
school who are willing 

to come and share 
their skill sets to help 

Nursery children 
celebrate Chinese New 

   



write it to another 
child from this school. 

Hopefully children will 
receive a card back 
and children are to 

discuss how the card 
differs to our 

Christmas cards in 
England. 

Year. There will be a 
creative afternoon 

where traditional 
dancing will be taught 

and Chinese letter 
characters will be 
traced and taught.  

Parental Links  
Possible storytelling 
Workshop linked to 

Tales Toolkit 

Phonics Workshop  
Mindfulness EYFS 
Parent Workshop 

 
Movement and Music 

Workshop 
 

Enterprise 
Opportunities 

 
EYFS Teddy Toddle 
Fundraising event 

 
Chelsea Flower Show 

a.k.a  
Raddlebarn in Bloom 

  

Visits & Visitors 
(where possible 

following health and 
safety guidelines) 

 
Visit to Pets at Home 
(Tropical Fish/GAL 
snails/Stick insects) 

 
Umberslade/Bournville 

Garden Centre  
Possible links with local 

OAP/Day centre 
Transition Events 

Links with KS2 buddies 

Religious Festivals  Harvest 
Diwali  

Christmas 
Hanukkah 

Chinese New Year 
Holi 

Easter  
Vaisakhi 

Ramadan 
Eid 

Eid 

 

 


