
 
 
You may have heard in the media that children will have ‘fallen behind’ or that they need to 
‘catch up’, we are very mindful of the negative connotations that accompany these sayings, 
it is not good for anyone. The fact of the matter is, that during lockdown, staff have been 
working hard to ‘prioritise’ what our children need and this includes academic but is much 
bigger than that. For this reason, we have been looking at working smart to help children 
regain their confidence, reduce anxiety, improve their mental health and well-being and to 
have access to more outdoor learning where possible having had months of online learning. 
Here are some of the many things we have already implemented or plan to implement over 
the coming months:  
 
◦Our Forest School area will be renamed as our Raddlebarn School Garden. This will include 
a brand new greenhouse, a vegetable patch, potting benches, composter, water butt, tool 
shed, new tools, seasonal flowers and plants including some hanging pots and climbing 
plants, planters, a mini beast area, bird houses (1 with a fully working camera inside), mini 
beast hotels, a working weather station, an outdoor story circle with a tripod fire pit, new 
signage for recording and for information and a resource Centre that includes voice 
recordable clipboards. This is to enable full use of the main growing area in school that can 
link fully to National Curriculum, gives children responsibility and ownership of particular 
areas or planters, it can look appealing, and feel soothing and therapeutic and of course it’s 
outside and so feels safer.  
◦Additionally, to the garden, we are updating our playgrounds. EYFS will have a brand-new 
covered sand play area with new equipment that accompanies this; our Happy Hut will be 
having additional resources and a little make over as well as the raised beds in this 
playground - these will be made purposeful for our Y1 & 2 topics and cared for by the 
children. There are new picnic benches with parasols and this playground will also be 
welcoming a small trim trail that can be used in a circuit or can be moved around to allow 
for creative and imaginative play; the KS2 playground will also see the addition of new picnic 
benches, with accompanying parasols in the summer term. Alongside this, we will be 
installing some large pieces of outdoor gym equipment in our fenced off area for increased 
activity for self-challenge and for physical activity. There will be a number of new planters to 
incorporate more colour and life into the playground. The beautiful blossom tree that is in 
our car park, will also take on a new role as our Raddlebarn reading tree and will be 
encompassed in a fenced off area and will have a wrap-around tree seat and a bench so that 
with their teacher, they can have some quiet reading time.  
◦We have also invested in a class set of yoga mats and yoga teaching training materials to 
encourage some different relaxation, meditation and calming exercises 
◦There are staff who have had ‘Motional aware programmer and helps to measure and 
assess mental health, wellbeing and trauma and provides ways to support children in these 
areas. We have two fully qualified Mental Health First Aiders in school too. And for 
recognizing and understanding emotions and feelings, we have invested in a selection of 
books for the teaching and learning about these things.  



◦We have signed up to become a member of the Anna Freud Centre, where we can access 
many resources to support children’s learning about feelings and emotions and it provides 
us with a wellbeing measurement framework.  
◦We are in discussion with Digbeth Dining Club CIC to see how our new partnership can be 
developed to working with our school community moving forward and when restrictions are 
no longer required. With a focus on health, nutrition, enterprise, family learning, fun events, 
cooking and culture.  
◦Raddlebarn have signed up to allow our children to become First Aid Champions, as part of 
the new SRE requirements, with the first module being ‘kindness and coping’ training.  
◦We will be continuing to work with Johnny Autin from Autin Dance School, to plan a Dance 
Festival sharing event for late in the summer, if permitted.  
◦We will be re-energizing Philosophy for Children, encouraging children to question and 
analyse things, to be curious and imaginative.  
◦We will continue to build and develop our partnership with Stan’s Cafe theatre company, 
where they will work with children in school and also offer staff training too.  
◦Our continued work with Birmingham REP could see the development of an annual Drama 
festival in school and a practitioner in residence one day a week to work with our children 
and train staff.  
◦Our development and promotion of STEM across school, working in partnership with 
Birmingham University and STEAMhouse.  
◦Teachers have worked together to ensure that key curriculum objectives are being taught 
and lessons are worked smart so that there are many cross curricular links involved. This has 
required much time and careful planning by our staff, identifying which objectives may be 
revisited and which is the best way to ensure that key objectives are secured. There may be 
tweaks and adaptations with the original curriculum overview during the coming months, 
these could include ‘petite inquiries’ little mini topics that may well be an extra. 
 


