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At Raddlebarn we have a focus on Art from the get go and 

believe that it is a fantastic way for young children to express 

their ideas, thoughts and emotions. 

 

In our EYFS we focus on the area of Expressive Art and Design 

from the EYFS Statutory Framework 2021. 

 

ELG: Creating with Materials 

Children at the expected level of development will: 

• Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and 

techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, 

form and function; 

• Share their creations, explaining the process they have 

used; 

• Make use of props and materials when role playing 

characters in narratives and stories. 

ELG: Being Imaginative and Expressive 

Children at the expected level of development will: 

• Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with 

peers and their teacher; 

• Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs; 

• Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, 

and – when appropriate – try to move in time with 

music. 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

At Raddlebarn Primary School we focus on 4 key areas of the 

Art National Curriculum. These are Drawing, Painting, 

Sculpture and Textiles. 

 

Drawing 

 Our aims across the school for developing drawing skills and 

knowledge are: 

• Access to varied drawing materials from the outset. 

• Traditional drawing skills, including drawing from 

observation, should be balanced alongside more 

experimental drawing skills. 

• Children should be given the opportunity to work on a 

variety of scales. 

• Use of sketchbooks (Y3 +) as a creative tool 

• Teachers should help children to embrace the 

“journey” 

• Children should be encouraged to understand the 

value of taking creative risks in their work 

 

 

 

Painting 

Our aims across the school for developing painting skills and 

knowledge are: 

• Children should be given the opportunity to explore 

different types of paints, brushes, tools and media for 

painting 

• Work with care and precision showing control over 

media 

• Understand colour theory and how colours react and 

relate to each other. 

• Creates and compares tone, shade, texture, light and 

perspectives 

• Children should develop extended knowledge of 

painters and how they create certain effects 

• Extend vocabulary to include techniques, terms and art 

movements 

• Explore symbolism, religion and history within art 

• Use sketchbooks to record art observations and to 

collect images for later use in paintings 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Sculpture 

Our aims across the school for developing sculpture skills and 

knowledge are: 

• Sculpture = Making. NOT designing on paper 

first! Design through Making – a simple process much 

more akin to the way creative adults work. 

• Sculpture is made out of any and every material 

imaginable. Sculpture can be made through an 

additive process (construction) or a through taking 

away (carving). Sculpture can be conceptual (about 

ideas). Working with materials and processes, in space, 

to communicate intention. 

• Use Sketchbooks as a Creative Tool.  Sketchbooks can 

be used to gather, collect, experiment and reflect. They 

are a place to put unresolved ideas which can be 

assimilated later.  

• Access to adequate tools and materials. Pupils benefit 

from time invested in practising using tools, including 

scissors, glue guns, pliers, saws, hammers etc and 

alongside these tools have access to a wide variety of 

sculptural materials (wire, cardboard, paper, Modroc, 

clay, fabric, found objects etc).  

• Make full use of local and national museums and arts 

organisations to discover historical and contemporary 

sculptors. Less reliance should be made on old 

favourites and pupils should be encouraged to explore 

the work of varied sculptors that include contemporary 

sculptors. 

 

 

Printing 

Our aims across the school for developing Printing skills and 

knowledge are: 

• To use a range of simple printmaking techniques using a 

number of different tools, media and materials 

• To introduce a wider vocabulary for mark and image 

making 

• To use printmaking for a number of different functions 

• To know about and enjoy a variety of prints made by 

other artists and designers, contemporary and historical 

and from other cultures 

• To become visually and critically aware of the printed 

material in our environment 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Celebrating Art at Raddlebarn 
 

Artsmark Silver 

 

We applied for Artsmark for the first time aiming for Bronze, 

which Is the first award, but they were so impressed with all we 

do in school that they immediately assessed us as Silver level, 

well on our way to achieving Gold level. As a result we are 

currently working on aspects to achieve the next stage. 

 

 

Artists 

 

We love to work and learn alongside experts in their field and 

have been lucky enough to work with a wide variety of 

specialists over time that have included quiltmakers, painters 

on a school mural, digital artists and many more. This year, we 

will be working with a Printmaker Artist called Ann Brierley on a 

project linked to our Commonwealth Connections partnership 

with Trinidad and Tobago.  We also offer a Woodwork 

‘Sculpture Club’ for children to learn with new tools and 

materials for woodwork and bushcraft.  

 

 

Cultural Capital 

 

We are based in a city with an abundance of culture and has 

oodles of historical contributions to artistic movements, 

volume and prestige of local museums and art galleries, and 

the visible consideration of art and design in its infrastructural 

and commercial set up. There is an array of specialisms from 

all around the world in Birmingham and we do our best to 

make sure that throughout the time spent at Raddlebarn, all 

children get out and about in our city to experience this first 

hand. Equally, we do love to have visitors to school as well as 

artists in residence too. Our careers events always include 

artists of a variety of disciplines too. 

 

 

“Art is not what you see, but what you make 

others see” – Edgar Degas 
 


