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Hello and welcome to our latest curriculum newsletter, this time with a focus 

on English. Here you will find out some important information to help you keep 

up to date with all things related to English within school.  

If you would like to see news about our previous English events, such as World 

Book Day or National Poetry day, do log onto our website and check out the 

class pages! There are loads of fun photos to see! 

Thank you for taking the time to read it and if you have any questions feel free 

to get in touch.      Miss Huxley 

  

 

In this issue: 

• National Curriculum 

aims  

• Poetry Push! 

• Writing updates 

• Reading news and 

pupil voice from the 

Reading Ravers! 

 

English in the  

Curriculum 

  

At Raddlebarn, we promote high 

standards of language and literacy by 

equipping pupils with a strong command 

of the spoken and written language, 

and we aim to develop their love of 

literature through widespread reading for 

enjoyment.  

  

The National Curriculum for English aims to 

ensure that all pupils: 

 

 read easily, fluently and with good 

understanding  

 develop the habit of reading widely and 

often, for both pleasure and information  

 acquire a wide vocabulary, an 

understanding of grammar and knowledge of 

linguistic conventions for reading, writing and 

spoken language  

 appreciate our rich and varied literary 

heritage  

 write clearly, accurately and coherently, 

adapting their language and style in and for a 

range of contexts, purposes and audiences  

 use discussion in order to learn; they should 

be able to elaborate and explain clearly their 

understanding and ideas  

 are competent in the arts of speaking and 

listening, making formal presentations, 

demonstrating to others and participating in 

debate. 

 

Poetry 

We have had a real push on poetry this academic year.  In 

the Autumn term we celebrated National Poetry Day which 

was on the theme of Refuge. Upper Key Stage 2 have also 

been entering some poetry competitions. Year 6 worked 

with the brilliant poet Spoz to write some Shakespeare 

sonnets. They took part in a slam battle and the winning 

team went to perform in the final at the Birmingham Library. 

We were so proud. Also Year 5 currently are working with 

the Hippodrome and have entered a Poetry by Heart 

competition – we have our fingers crossed for them! Early 

years have been learning some poems by heart as well 

using Poetry Basket! And we have bought some lovely new 

poetry books to share with the children across the school as 

we believe regular poems, rhymes and songs are perfect 

for developing both speaking and listening skills, as well as 

vocabulary and reading for pleasure! Each year group 

studies a range of poetry throughout the year too, linked to 

structure or vocabulary! 

 



  

Reading 

We have been continuing to work hard on our reading in school, including continuing to develop our 

children’s love of reading! We have daily story times, and have just begun to roll out the year group 

Borrow Boxes – these are reading for pleasure books which the children can borrow and take home to 

share with families. We are also just about to launch weekly ‘Book Club’ time in class, which will be an 

opportunity for our children to recommend books to one another and develop book talk! The teachers 

are just as excited about this as the children!  

We have of course had a number of reading events in school already this year – our annual Stories 

Around the Campfire and Bed Time Stories Events, World Book Day where children studied the lives of 

some famous authors. As part of World Book Day, we had a number of literary visitors in school sharing 

their favourite stories with the children too (Julianne from Stirchley Library, Beverley from Selly Oak 

Library, oral story teller Craig from Stan’s Café, Sarah and Jenny from How Brave is the Wren book shop, 

parent author Natalia Medeiros as well as a headteacher from another school! – thank you to all of these 

fantastic readers!). It was also fabulous that Friends of Raddlebarn provided each child with a book to 

keep! Thank you FoR! 

We have fantastic Beanstalk volunteers who come in weekly and work with some of our children, 

developing the children’s love of reading, and many of our workshops this year have been linked to 

reading including Nursery’s fab session around Tales Toolkit and Year 1/Reception’s session around 

reading and phonics. We have also had our termly book fairs which have been a hit with our families 

and our amazing school dog Hazel has been listening to some children read too! Woof woof! 

Coming up we have our annual local library visits – each class will be going to either the library in 

Stirchley or Selly Oak. We think it is so vital at the moment to support our libraries as they are at risk of 

closure. Why not pop along and join? – you can borrow up to 20 books at a time! 

We believe reading is so important – please read with your child regularly at home and put a comment 

on Boom Reader. Class teachers would love to know what you are reading at home! 

Writing 

Our staff this year have completed training around being ‘Writing Role Models’ to the children and live 

model key skills on a regular basis to support them with their learning. They talk through the writing 

process, how to form ideas, which words or punctuation marks to use, how to spell a word, how to form 

their letters, and much more!  

We understand how important transcription is when we are writing. With spelling, children start in the Early 

Years developing their skills using our Little Wandle scheme of work – the focus is on developing their letter 

formation and phonic knowledge using their segmenting fingers to help. Then they move onto using Jane 

Considine’s Spelling approach (which aligns really well with The Write Stuff – our approach to writing). 

Children complete spelling investigations in Y2-6 on a fortnightly basis, and alongside this have a ‘Spell It 

Out’ board in the classroom with their fortnightly spellings to learn – this is an interactive board where the 

children contribute during the week if they notice any links with other words they know, in turn deepening 

their understanding. KS1 and 2 also complete dictation practice where they apply their spelling and 

handwriting skills! Please practise spelling words with the children when they are emailed home. 

In KS2, when children are fully joining their writing they receive a pen licence and get a handwriting pen! 

This is a big achievement and the children are very proud. You may have seen some children being 

celebrated in the newsletter! 



 

Reading Ravers 

We have a group of very enthusiastic Year 4 children who are our Reading Ravers – these children 

promote reading throughout the school alongside Miss Huxley. During World Book Day, they interviewed 

some children about reading and the children’s responses were fantastic. Take a look… 

They asked: What is your top tip for enjoying reading? 

Lots of children talked about using their imagination when reading to help bring the story alive, one even 

talked about closing their eyes to help them. Some of our children talked about taking time and 

savouring the moments in the story! ‘The more you read, the more you will enjoy it’ was a top tip from 

year 6! 

It was great to see children said if you are stuck on a word, you need to use your phonics to sound the 

word out or chunk the word up, and also read the sentence again to check if it makes sense. Some also 

talked about using prosody and expression to make it more fun! 

Focusing and relaxing seemed to be a top tip, and the location of reading was important to many so 

the Reading Ravers asked: Where is your favourite place to read? 

When asked, children talked about needing a quiet, comfy space, such as their bedroom, on their bed, 

or in another cosy room in the house such as living room on the sofa. Some children talked about 

reading in the local library or in the book corner, whilst others talked about reading outside under a tree, 

in a reading den, or in the garden! Lots of children said they enjoyed reading in school which made the 

Ravers very happy indeed! 

Check out below some of the recommendations that our children have been talking about to the Ravers! 

  

 


